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Fact File

Distance: Five miles.
General Location: Near Selby.
Start: Millfield Road, Chapel Haddlesey.
Right of Way: Public and British Waterways route.
Dogs: Legal.
Date walked: October 2010.
Road Route: From York via A19.
Car Parking: At Haddlesey Church Community Hall, by permission, if nothing on there.
Lavatories: None.
Refreshments:  Jug Inn at Chapel Haddlesey, George and Dragon at West Haddlesey. 
Tourist & Public Transport Information: Selby TIC 01757 212181. Chapel Haddlesey parish council website: www.chapelhaddlesdayparishcouncil.co.uk.

Map: Drawn from OS Explorer 290 York, Selby and Tadcaster.
Terrain: Flood plain.
Difficulty: Easy.
Please observe the Country Code and park sensibly. While every effort is made to provide accurate information, walkers set out at their own risk.

Directions

When in doubt look at the map. Check your position at each point. Keep straight on unless otherwise directed.

1

From carpark at Haddlesey Church Community Hall, left to road as far as right-hand bend (Doorstep Green is just beyond), track on left (no sign).  At white posts at paddock, angle left 20 yards  to path through the trees with fenced paddock to your right. Out of trees for 25 yards.
2

Left to field-edge path by ditch/hedge to your left (no sign).
3 

Footbridge (waymark) and right by ditch, then grass strip between fields (waymarks).

4

Through gap in hedge (fingerpost) and right to road. Bridge over railway line.
5

Track on left before yard on left (fingerpost Thorpe Willoughby and many other signs).

6

Over Burton Bridge and immediately stile on left and grass towpath. Squeezer at Paperhouse Bridge.

7

At Tankards Bridge, left to road over canal and immediately right (fingerpost), pass moorings, pass lock via stile and left to grass bank along River Aire.
8

Stile (waymark) and left to track, cross road to car park.

Chapel Haddlesey is five miles south from Selby, down the A19. Immediately south runs the River Aire and a mile beyond that stand proud the cooling towers of Eggborough Power Station. A poster read ‘Stop the Wind Turbines’. The day was soft and still, the steam barely pushed.
A notice on the village board asked the question ‘Sleepy Hollow?’ advertising a new book so titled by Henry Farrar. 
Sleepy? Yes, and doubly so due to a late start the morning after. Hollow? Flat more like.
We headed north half on wide grass edges and half on a dead-end lane that was effectively farm track that had no traffic bar tractors. Other tractors ploughed the sandy, silty, flood plain soils of fields that have hedges, ditches and stand-alone oaks. The East Coast trains swished by in blue and grey.
Mystery birds shared the sky with a glider, a dragonfly hawked a hedge and now we had the water, had reached the splendid late eighteenth-century Selby Canal about halfway down its five mile length, at Burton Bridge.
We took a bench by the waterside and started to chew our sandwiches, but first a kingfisher interrupted, then a boat, then a walker who advised there weren’t many small fish because of the pike. Fish rose quite splashily and a matt of watercress drifted by.
The next 2 miles are along the raised towpath of the canal, a British Waterways route not on Ordnance Survey maps. It was nice, the water visible most of the way and more like a river with banks of alder, ash, willow and berried thorn and rushes and reeds. Under the branches skulked ducks and moorhens and fishermen but swans swum free, cool and elegant, their necks glassily reflected and their three cygnets, still grey, almost full grown.
One is reminded that it’s a canal at intervals, at the narrow and arched sandstone bridges where there are locks and, set in each bank, circular sandstone tanks with water at a different level.
Where the canal meets the River Aire there is more hardware, including boats and the Haddlesey Flood Lock. The Aire is a powerful forbidding flow. A grey heron lifted only to be quickly camouflaged by the grey river, the grey and darkening evening sky, the grey cooling towers and the off-white steam. I must point out that one can see this cluster of eight towers for half the walk so if you don’t like them…I do, certainly the smooth, waisted shape.
